CV or Resume:
Which do you need?
Resumes and CVs are documents that demonstrate the experiences you have that are relevant to
the reader. In the United States, a resume summarizes your skills and experiences for a particular
position. A curriculum vitae, CV, or vita is a more comprehensive document detailing education,
experience, and professional qualifications, usually in academic settings. Expectations for which type
to use depend on the setting.
Who might ask for a “resume”?
Employers (US term)
Graduate/professional school
applications
Scholarship applications

Who might ask for a “CV”?
Employers (international term)
Graduate/professional school applications
Fellowships and grants for graduate school
Applications for faculty positions at colleges and
universities

Unlike a resume, which is generally 1-2 pages even for experienced candidates, a CV for a
midcareer professor can be 20 pages long. As you start graduate school, however, your CV will be
similar in content and length to your resume.
For both of these documents, the primary goal is to show your experiences that are relevant to the
position or program. Many general sections, such as education, experience, relevant coursework,
honors and awards, are often the same. Below you will see some of the possible differences:
Graduate/ Professional
School Applications

Employment

Scholarships or
Fellowships

Terms for the
document

Resume, CV,
curriculum vitae, vita

Resume (in the US)

Resume, CV,
curriculum vitae, vita

What does the
reader want to
know?

Do you have the
academic experience and
scholarly potential to
succeed?

Will your skills and
experience benefit the
organization?

Do your experience and
goals fit the criteria for the
award?

Possible
Section
Headings

Research experience
Teaching experience
Scholarly publications or
presentations
References

Objective or profile
statement
Work experience
Activities
Skills

Work experience
Research experience
Publications
Activities

Length

1-2 pages, as relevant

1 page

Dependent upon
relevant experience

Where can you get feedback on your materials?
The Career Center (serves all students at the university)
 Drop-in review services (see www.careercenter.illinois.edu/services/resume.php for times and
locations)
Graduate College Career Services Office (serves graduate students at the university)
 Drop-in hours (see grad.illinois.edu/careerservices/advising for times)
Career Services Network (www.careerservices.illinois.edu)
 Other career services offices may be available to assist you with your
materials, depending on your field of study.
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Where can you learn more about resumes and CVs?
For more information on resumes and CVs, visit The Career Center and the Graduate College
Career Services Office websites:
Resumes:
www.careercenter.illinois.edu/guides/resume.php
grad.illinois.edu/careerservices/nonacademic/resumes
CVS:
grad.illinois.edu/careerservices/academic/cvs
A variety of print resources are available at The Career Center that show sample resumes and CVs.

CV EXAMPLE
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